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Mesa Regional

Family History Center 

Research Consultant Training

Lesson 7

U.S. Land Records

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Learning Objectives

At the completion of this lesson, you will be 

able to:

1. Find a land grant

2. Order a case file

3. Understand the study questions and answers found 

in the FAQ section

4. Find land indexes using the FHLC

5. Move from the index to the Deed Books using the 

FHLC

6. Recognize the Public Domain and the Colonial States 

as well as the difference between them

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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REMEMBER!!
1. IDENTIFICATION

2. KNOWN TO THE UNKNOWN

3. LOGS AND DOCUMENTS

4. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

5. ñBEST EVIDENCEò

7. FAMILIAL FRAMEWORK

6. RECORDS FAMILIARITY

3

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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"An 

American 

Pedigree 

should be 

built on Land 

Records.ñ-

Norman Edgar Wright 

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Why Land Records 

are Important

1.Existed in very early time 

periods

2.Early settlers wanted 

land.

3.Contain extensive 

information on 

relationships

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Farmers

Not every farmer owned land or appeared 

in the land records, most did, but some 

rented .

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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Why Are Land 

Records Valuable?

1. Apply to great numbers of people

2. Started in early 1600 in US

3. Less loss of records

4. Indexes provide lists of early residents

5. Show relationships

6. Show population movements

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp
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What information you will find?
1. Location of land

2. Date

3. Name of grantor (seller)

4. Name of grantee (buyer)

5. Price (consideration)

6. Legal description

7. 1st name of wife if married

8. Dower release  - if married
(DOWER: A womanôs legal right to her husbands 

holdings was 1/3. When she releases her Dower, 
she gives up that right.)

http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.asp

